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Abstract

This article seeks to answer the following legal-philosophical question: What is
the nature and what are the components of law and legislation in Plato’s intellec-
tual system? In other words, what are the intrinsic and accidental components of
law from Plato’s perspective?

The present inquiry necessitates attention to two aspects of law: the concept of
law and the identification of its intrinsic and accidental components. The concept
of law in Plato’s intellectual system is determined based on his eudaimonistic ap-
proach, such that law is the command of reason for the attainment of virtue. The
components and elements of law in Plato’s thought fall into two categories: intrin-
sic and accidental. Among the intrinsic components, one can refer to rationality,
justice, simplicity of law, avoidance of legal inflation, and rational justification of
law; while in the category of accidental components, which includes legislation,
one may address the purification of society, the commitment of rulers to abide by
the law, the necessity of legal education, the gradual evolution of law, and peace
and tranquility.

Keywords
Plato, Law, Intrinsic Components, Accidental Components, Justice, Rationality,
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