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Abstract

The 2004 Law on Combating Human Trafficking is among the statutes that can be
subject to serious criticism. Deficiencies in prevention, a lack of comprehensive-
ness in definitions, an insufficiently multi-dimensional approach, shortcomings in
alignment with international conventions, numerous practical challenges, and an
excessive focus on punishment constitute some of the major weaknesses of this
law. However, its most significant flaw is the lack of protective mechanisms and
the absence of provisions granting criminal immunity for offenses arising from
trafficking. Notably, the law contains no provisions concerning the identification
of victims, the establishment of protective mechanisms, or the human-rights ob-
ligations owed to victims of human trafficking—especially women and children.
In this regard, the present article, while considering the principle of non-punish-
ment in offenses related to human trafficking, examines the legal dimensions of
the issue with a focus on international conventions and instruments. The principle
of non-punishment is one of the fundamental doctrines of criminal law and holds
that a person cannot be punished for an offense they committed if specific cir-
cumstances exist that negate their criminal responsibility. This study employs a
comparative—institutional methodology.
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