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Abstract

Whenever an accident is caused by the combination of human and natural factors,
we are faced with various forms that can have different rulings and be different
from the combination of human factors. This article uses a descriptive analytical
method to find the rulings of these different forms. If a person intended the result,
that is, the occurrence of the accident, or had knowledge of it, there is no doubt that
all responsibility falls on him. Among the two cases where a person has ignorance
or suspicion of the occurrence of the accident, due to the limitations of the article,
only the case of ignorance, which is the most controversial, has been examined
Among lawyers and Islamic jurists, both Shia and Sunni, there are three views: all
responsibility falls on the human factor, denial of responsibility from the human
factor and attributing the accident to both factors, and considering a portion of the
responsibility on the human factor, which is the latter view approved in the article.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Determining legal and criminal liability becomes exceptionally complex
when a harmful event results from the intersection of human actions and natural
forces,. While traditional legal frameworks often address the “conflict of causes”
involving multiple human agents, the involvement of natural factors—such as
earthquakes, floods, or pre-existing medical conditions—presents unique chal-
lenges for establishing a causal nexus,. This article investigates the legal and
jurisprudential implications of these “mixed” scenarios. The central problem
addressed is whether liability in such cases should be attributed exclusively to
the human agent, exclusively to the natural factor (effectively exonerating the
human), or shared between the two,.

The scope of this research is particularly focused on instances where the hu-
man agent is “ignorant” (lacking intent or specific knowledge) of the impending
natural event, as cases involving clear intent or scientific knowledge are gener-
ally settled in favor of full human liability,,. By examining Shia and Sunni ju-
risprudence, Iranian law, and comparative perspectives from Common Law and
French Law, this study seeks to provide a structured framework for allocating
responsibility in modern judicial practice,,.

2. Research Methodology

This study utilizes a descriptive-analytical method to explore the multifacet-
ed nature of causation. The methodology involves several key stages:

. Conceptual Clarification: Defining “force majeure” (external, unpre-
dictable, and irresistible events) and “Acts of God,” while distinguishing be-
tween internal and external natural factors,,.

«  Taxonomic Analysis: The author categorizes scenarios based on the
human agent’s mental state (intent, knowledge, or ignorance) and the temporal
relationship between the human act and the natural force (precedence or subse-
quence),,.

e Comparative Jurisprudence: The research examines classical Islam-
ic jurisprudential examples, such as the “opening of a container lid” (fat’h al-
mashk) subsequently spilled by wind or an earthquake, to extract underlying
principles,.

e Legal Evaluation: The study analyzes current Iranian statutes (e.g., the
Islamic Penal Code and Civil Code) alongside French and Common Law doc-
trines to assess how modern legal systems resolve these conflicts,,,.
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3. Research Findings

The research identifies three primary scenarios regarding the human agent’s
mental state:

1. Intentional Utilization: If a human agent uses a natural factor as a tool
(e.g., abandoning a bound person in a flood zone to cause death), they are held
fully liable, as the natural force is viewed merely as an instrument of their intent,.

2. Scientific Knowledge: When an agent lacks direct intent but possesses
certain knowledge that a natural factor will intervene (e.g., knowing a victim has
a fatal allergy or that a storm is imminent), this knowledge is legally equivalent
to intent, resulting in full liability,.

3. Ignorance (The Core Conflict): In cases where the agent is unaware of
the natural factor, the research highlights three distinct jurisprudential and legal
schools of thought:

o  Exclusive Human Liability: Proponents argue that the human act is the
“cause of the cause.” Without the initial human intervention, the natural factor
would not have had the opportunity to cause the specific harm,. Some jurists
also argue that because natural forces cannot bear legal “debts,” the human must
carry the full burden,.

o  Exoneration of the Human Factor: This view holds that the natural
force acts as the “direct agent” (mubashir), which typically supersedes the “re-
mote cause” (sabab),. If the natural event was unpredictable and unavoidable, it
breaks the chain of causation between the human act and the resulting damage.

o  Proportional/Relative Liability: This view suggests that when both fac-
tors contribute to the result, the liability should be divided according to their
respective degrees of impact,,.

The research finds that while traditional religious texts are often silent on
these specific nuances, modern forensic capabilities allow for a more precise de-
termination of impact percentages,. The author argues that the Relative Liability
theory is the most equitable, as it prevents the unfair imposition of total liability
on a human agent for outcomes partially driven by irresistible natural forces,.

4. Conclusion

The study concludes that the attribution of causation is fundamentally a mat-
ter of customary perception (urf) rather than abstract philosophy,. In the absence
of explicit statutory provisions in Iranian law regarding the combination of hu-
man acts and unpredictable natural forces, judges must rely on general principles
of justice and jurisprudential interpretation.
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The article advocates for the adoption of proportional liability in cases of
“ignorance.” This approach aligns with the rational principle that an individual
should only be held responsible for the portion of harm directly attributable to
their actions or omissions,. By recognizing the role of natural factors, the legal
system can move away from “all-or-nothing” liability toward a more nuanced
model of justice that reflects the complex reality of modern accidents and med-
ical interventions.
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