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Abstract

The Bayt al-Mal serves as the treasury of the Islamic state, and numerous juris-
prudential and legal rights and obligations have been associated with this term
in narrations and the works of jurists. Despite the frequent use of the term "Bayt
al-Mal" in religious texts and jurisprudential literature, and the significant implica-
tions arising from it, a clear definition of this title has not been established. In some
jurisprudential writings, the Imam's Bayt al-Mal is considered independent of the
Muslims' Bayt al-Mal, leading to the perception of distinct responsibilities and
duties for each. The primary reason for viewing these two as independent entities
is the difference in their revenue sources.

By examining narrations related to blood money (diya) and inheritance, this study
investigates whether these two titles represent a single entity or two distinct ones.
Ultimately, the research concludes that these two titles—at least regarding inher-
itance and blood money—refer to a unified concept. The most significant factors
in considering the Imam's Bayt al-Mal and the Muslims' Bayt al-Mal as one are
the identical areas of expenditure, the unity of the authority spending these funds,
and the shared quality of management.

Keywords
Bayt al-Mal, public assets, Muslims' Bayt al-Mal, Imam's Bayt al-Mal, Imam's
assets.
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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

The concept of the Bayt al-Mal serves as the central treasury of the Islam-
ic state, carrying significant jurisprudential and legal weight regarding the
rights and obligations of the government. Despite its frequent appearance in
Sharia sources and jurisprudential texts, a precise and universally accepted
definition of Bayt al-Mal remains elusive. Historically, this treasury was the
repository for public movable assets such as zakat, kharaj, and the khums
of spoils, though the term eventually expanded to encompass all public and
state assets, whether movable or immovable.

A significant debate exists among jurists regarding the relationship be-
tween the "Bayt al-Mal of Muslims" and the "Bayt al-Mal of the Imam."
Some scholars argue for a distinct separation between these two entities,
primarily because their sources of income differ. For instance, the "Bayt al-
Mal of the Imam" is often associated with anfal (sovereign assets belonging
to the office of the Imamate), while the "Bayt al-Mal of Muslims" is linked
to incomes from conquered lands (maftuh al-anwah) or public endowments.
This perceived duality has led to practical legal discrepancies in the con-
temporary governance of the Islamic Republic of Iran, where certain public
revenues are sometimes funneled into specific "Imam's accounts" rather than
the general national treasury.

However, other jurists argue for the unity of these titles, suggesting that they
represent a single fiscal reality. The distinction is further complicated by the fact
that the term "Bayt al-Mal of the Imam" does not appear in primary narrations
(hadiths) but was introduced into the jurisprudential lexicon later by scholars
such as Ibn Idris, Al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli, and Al-Hama al-Hilli. This article seeks
to resolve this tension by examining whether these titles reflect two separate fis-
cal entities or a unified concept of public wealth managed by the ruler.

2. Research Methodology

The research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology rooted in tra-
ditional Islamic jurisprudence (ijtihad). The study conducts a comprehensive
and systematic review of primary sources, specifically focusing on the four
major books of Shia hadith (al-Kutub al-Arba'ah). The investigation is pri-
marily focused on two critical legal areas: the laws of blood money (diyat)
and the laws of inheritance (irth).

The authors categorize and analyze various narrations to identify how the
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terms "Imam," "Bayt al-Mal," and "Bayt al-Mal of Muslims" are used in the
context of financial responsibility and asset acquisition. By comparing the lin-
guistic and contextual usage of these terms across different chapters of juris-
prudence, the study seeks to perform a "logical synthesis" (jam' al-mantiqji) to
determine if the variation in terminology implies a functional or ontological
duality, or if it is merely a stylistic variation referring to a unified treasury.

3. Research Findings

The analysis of narrations regarding blood money and inheritance reveals
significant evidence pointing toward the unity of the treasury.

A. Findings in Blood Money (Diyat) Narrations: The study identifies six
categories of narrations regarding the responsibility for paying blood money
when a killer is unknown or insolvent:

* Payment by the Imam: Some narrations state the Imam is responsible
for payment, citing his role as the collector of jizya.

» Payment by the Imam from the Bayt al-Mal: These clarify that the
Imam’s responsibility is not personal but is drawn from the public treasury.

* Payment from the Bayt al-Mal (Absolute): Many reports use "Bayt al-
Mal" generally, which jurists typically interpret as the Bayt al-Mal of Muslims.

* Payment from the Bayt al-Mal of Muslims: Explicit narrations assign
the debt to the general treasury of the Muslim community.

* Interchangeability: Critically, some narrations use these terms inter-
changeably within the same context. For example, a narration regarding an
unidentified victim may state in one version that the "Imam" pays, and in
another that it comes from the "Bayt al-Mal of Muslims".

The findings suggest that the Imam acts as the administrator of both types
of assets. Because the purpose of both the Imam's assets (anfal) and public
assets is the welfare of the Muslim community, the Imam has the discretion
to utilize either fund for public obligations, such as ensuring that "a Muslim's
blood is not wasted".

B. Findings in Inheritance (Irth) Narrations: The research examined cases
where an individual dies without heirs (such as a sa'ibah slave or a laqit found-
ling). The narrations regarding who inherits these assets are similarly diverse:

 Some narrations name the "Imam" as the heir.

* Others designate the "Bayt al-Mal" or the "Bayt al-Mal of Muslims".

» Some classify such assets as anfal.

The study finds that these various designations do not indicate separate
destinations for the wealth. Instead, they describe different aspects of the
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same process: the asset belongs to the Imam in his capacity as the ruler (sov-
ereign assets/anfal), yet it is placed in the Bayt al-Mal to be spent on the
community's interests (public assets). Furthermore, historical records from
the early Islamic period do not show the existence of two separate physical
treasuries, further supporting the theory of unity.

4. Conclusion

The research concludes that the "Bayt al-Mal of Muslims" and the "Bayt
al-Mal of the Imam" are conceptually and functionally unified. While they
may have different historical sources of income—such as anfal for the
Imamate office and kharaj for the public—their management, expenditure,
and ultimate purpose are identical.

The evidence from diyat and irth narrations demonstrates that the Imam,
as the head of the Islamic state, possesses unified authority over these funds
to serve the public interest (maslahah). The linguistic variation in the sourc-
es—where the "Imam," "Bayt al-Mal," and "Bayt al-Mal of Muslims" are
used interchangeably—indicates that early narrators and audiences viewed
them as a single entity.

Practically, this means that any attempt to strictly segregate these funds
into different "ownership" categories is jurisprudentially weak and lacks a
clear basis in the narrations. In the context of a modern Islamic government,
the distinction between "sovereign assets" of the leader and "public assets"
of the people has little legal effect on their consumption, as both must be
managed by the ruler to advance the welfare of the society. Therefore, the
study advocates for a unified legal framework for the state treasury to prevent
administrative confusion and ensure the efficient use of public resources.
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