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Abstract

Citizenship is the relationship and credit belonging of a person to a certain gov-
ernment that has legal and political effects and requirements. The issue of acquired
citizenship and the effort of a Muslim person to obtain and acquire the citizenship
of non-Islamic states is the focus of discussion and investigation and the problem
of this research. This research is done by using linguistic analysis and avoiding the
atomic understanding of religious texts and propositions by systematically reread-
ing these texts while paying attention to the understanding of reason. Based on the
results of this research, it seems that it is permissible to acquire the citizenship of
non-Islamic states and countries if it is possible to preserve the Islamic identity
and follow the Islamic duties as much as possible. As in some cases, according
to different conditions and situations, it is necessary to understand the sanctity or
the necessity of acquiring the citizenship of non-Islamic states. Therefore, in each
case, attention should be paid to the requirements of the understanding of reason,
and a general and absolute ruling on the permissibility or sanctity is not correct. In
other words, this issue has a floating ruling.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This research addresses the contemporary jurisprudential question of
the permissibility for Muslims to acquire citizenship in non-Islamic coun-
tries, a pertinent issue given the increasing global migration of Muslims.
Nationality is fundamentally defined as a legal, political, and spiritual bond
connecting an individual to a specific government, entailing mutual rights
and obligations. This concept is recognized as a human right, as affirmed by
Article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Nationality can be
'original,’ determined at birth based on jus sanguinis or jus soli principles, or
'acquired,’ typically obtained through an individual's voluntary actions after
birth. The core of this study centers on the two prevailing jurisprudential
viewpoints regarding the acquisition of non-Muslim citizenship: prohibition
and permissibility.

2. Research Methodology

This study adopts a linguistic analysis approach, involving a systematic
re-reading of religious texts and propositions. It explicitly avoids atomic in-
terpretations of religious texts, opting for a holistic understanding. Crucially,
the methodology integrates rational understanding into its analytical frame-
work, which plays a significant role in determining the ultimate ruling.

3. Research Findings

The research thoroughly examines the foundational arguments and jus-
tifications presented by both the prohibitionist and permissibility stances.

Arguments for Prohibition: Proponents of prohibition cite several Quran-
ic verses and Islamic principles, asserting that acquiring non-Muslim citi-
zenship entails:

* Prohibited Alliance (Mawalat): Verses forbidding friendship and alli-
ance with disbelievers, viewing citizenship as a clear manifestation of for-
bidden loyalty and an explicit declaration of adherence to non-Islamic laws.

* Disobedience: Quranic injunctions against obeying or following disbe-
lievers, arguing that citizenship necessitates obedience to their laws.

* Reliance on Oppressors: A Quranic prohibition against relying on those
who commit injustice, interpreted as avoiding association with disbelievers.

* Obligation of Disassociation: Verses calling for distance and disavowal
from disbelievers.
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* Prohibited Residency: Some argue that permanent residency in non-Is-
lamic countries is forbidden, making citizenship, which implies such resi-
dency, also impermissible.

* Principle of Nafy Sabil (Prohibition of Non-Muslim Dominance): This
principle, which forbids any action allowing non-Muslims dominance over
Muslims, is cited as a reason against acquiring such citizenship.

* Consensus (Ijma'): Some assert that rejecting Islamic law is apostasy
by consensus, and acquiring non-Islamic citizenship implies such rejection,
thus making the individual an apostate by consensus.

* Rational Repugnance: Based on rational understanding, it is argued that
acquiring non-Muslim citizenship harms future generations by potentially
alienating them from their Islamic identity.

Arguments for Permissibility: Advocates for permissibility offer coun-
ter-arguments and independent justifications, often critiquing the arguments
for prohibition:

* Securing Rights: Acquiring non-Muslim citizenship can grant Muslims
specific rights and opportunities to participate in society and demand their
rights without compromising their faith.

* Facilitating Migration and Residency: The permissibility of residing or
migrating to non-Islamic countries implies the permissibility of citizenship,
as it streamlines affairs and provides access to social services.

 Laws vs. Religion: The existence of non-Islamic laws in a country does
not intrinsically prohibit citizenship, as even some self-proclaimed Islamic
countries may have non-Islamic or secular laws, and their leaders might even
be more hostile to Islam.

» Maintaining Identity: Islamic identity is not solely tied to geographi-
cal location; living in certain "Islamic" countries can even be detrimental to
one's faith due to discord or oppression.

» Dawah (Proselytization) Opportunities: Citizenship can create vital av-
enues for propagating and defending Islamic teachings, making it permissi-
ble, and in some cases, even recommended or obligatory.

Preferred View and Critique: The research concludes that an absolute rul-
ing on this issue is incorrect.

* Acquiring citizenship does not inherently equate to changing one's re-
ligion or a complete declaration of loyalty to disbelievers. Interpretations
equating citizenship with apostasy or absolute loyalty stem from a misunder-
standing of nationality and current social realities.



Research Article gg——

* The principle of Nafy Sabil should be applied contextually and based on
rational understanding, as acquiring citizenship does not definitively lead to
non-Muslim dominance in all cases.

* [slam is fundamentally a religion of peace and peaceful coexistence, not
inherent conflict. Quranic verses support peaceful interaction and respect for
others' beliefs. Arguments from verses forbidding alliance or obedience to
disbelievers are deemed misplaced when applied absolutely to citizenship
acquisition.

* The ruling on acquiring non-Muslim citizenship is contingent and dy-
namic). It is generally permissible based on rational understanding, provided
the Muslim can preserve their Islamic identity and fulfill minimal religious
duties. However, specific circumstances, such as necessity (e.g., escaping
oppression), may render it permissible, prohibited, or even obligatory. Each
case must be evaluated individually based on rational understanding.

4. Conclusion

Nationality signifies a legal, political, and spiritual bond between an indi-
vidual and a state, involving mutual rights and duties. This research finds that
an absolute ruling on the permissibility or prohibition of a Muslim acquiring
non-Islamic citizenship is unfounded. Instead, the decision hinges on ration-
al understanding and the individual's ability to maintain their Islamic identity
and perform essential religious obligations. Therefore, the permissibility of
acquiring non-Islamic citizenship is context-dependent, potentially varying
between permissibility, prohibition, or even obligation based on specific
conditions and individual circumstances.
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4. Everyone has the right to a nationality. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor
denied the right to change his nationality.

5. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

6. Every child has the right to acquire a nationality.
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