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Abstract

Knowledge of the criminal outcome plays two distinct and crucial roles in forming
the mental element of a crime. First, in intentional result-oriented crimes—as de-
fined in Articles 291 and 144 of the Islamic Penal Code of Iran (2013)—it serves
as “indirect intent,” either a substitute for or indicative of intent to cause a criminal
result. Second, and more relevant to our discussion, it functions as a precondition
for establishing direct intent in all crimes for which such intent is legally required.
By “knowledge of the outcome,” we mean the second role. This knowledge—i.e.,
certainty or probability of the outcome—is a prerequisite for the intent to cause
a criminal result. Such intent can only be attributed to a person aware that their
conduct will lead to the outcome. Therefore, if a person either knows that their be-
havior will not result in a criminal consequence or is unaware of its potential to do
so, criminal intent cannot be inferred, and the absence of such knowledge nullifies
the mental element and prevents the establishment of the crime.

According to the epistemological definition of knowledge as “justified true belief,”
awareness of the outcome occurs only when the result is either certain or proba-
ble in reality, and the perpetrator—based on logical reasoning and objective evi-
dence—acknowledges this certainty or probability. If the outcome of the conduct
is neither certain nor probable, or if the perpetrator lacks belief in its occurrence or
holds an unjustified belief, they are considered to lack knowledge of the outcome.
Keywords: Awareness, Criminal Result, Specific Intent, Justified Belief, Truth of
Belief, Certainty or Probability of Outcome
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The "knowledge of the criminal outcome" serves two distinct functions in
forming the mental element of a crime. Firstly, as per Articles 290(b), (p) and
144 of the 1392 Islamic Penal Code, it acts as an "indirect intent" or an indi-
cator of criminal intent in specific intentional crimes. Secondly, and crucially
for this article, it functions as an essential prerequisite for the realization of
"direct criminal intent" in all crimes that legally necessitate such intent. Di-
rect criminal intent, which signifies the will to transgress a legally protected
right, inherently requires an awareness of an act's potential to cause harm.
Without knowing that an action could lead to a specific criminal outcome,
criminal intent cannot be genuinely attributed to an individual. This article,
therefore, specifically views knowledge as a necessary condition for direct
intent, rather than a substitute for it.

A key challenge within criminal jurisprudence is the imprecise and often
ambiguous definition of "knowledge" concerning the prediction of criminal
outcomes, an ambiguity that can lead to misjudgments in legal contexts. To
address this fundamental issue, the article aims to rigorously examine the
"quality of knowledge" required for direct criminal intent from an episte-
mological perspective, particularly employing the concept of "Justified True
Belief" (JTB). This approach seeks to rationally determine when criminal
intent is absent due to a genuine lack of knowledge.

2. Research Methodology

The research shifts from a purely descriptive legal analysis to a theoret-
ical and philosophical approach deeply rooted in epistemology. Sole reli-
ance on conventional legal interpretations is deemed insufficient for defining
complex legal concepts such as "knowledge," as such approaches often re-
sult in fragmented and inconsistent conclusions.

The core methodology involves the systematic application of the "Jus-
tified True Belief" (JTB) theory to define "knowledge of the criminal out-
come". This process entails deconstructing knowledge into its constituent
components: belief, justification, and truth. By thoroughly analyzing various
scenarios where these components are either present or absent, the study
aims to precisely determine the conditions under which a perpetrator genu-
inely possesses knowledge of their actions' outcome. This systematic decon-
struction is intended to establish a consistent, rational, and robust basis for
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understanding and attributing criminal intent in legal frameworks.

3. Research Findings

cessitates three conditions:

degree of mental certainty, even when related to a probable outcome.

g be justified for one individual but not for another, depending on their specific
S circumstances and available evidence.

13 e C. Truth: The perpetrator's justified belief must correspond to objective
2 reality at the time the act is committed. It is important to clarify that "knowl-
1— edge of the outcome" refers specifically to the knowledge of its certainty or
5,? probability (or impossibility), and not the outcome itself. Objective reali-
—

crucial: it must exist at the time the act is performed.
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Direct criminal intent only exists when an individual is aware of the cer-
tainty or probability of a criminal outcome from their actions. If this aware-
ness is lacking, the mental element of the crime is compromised. Based on
the "Justified True Belief" framework, knowledge of a criminal outcome ne-

* A. Belief : The perpetrator must possess a firm mental affirmation (be-
lief/certainty) regarding the certainty, impossibility, or probability of the
criminal outcome. This means a proposition about the effect of the behavior
must exist in the perpetrator's mind, and they must assent to its truth. The ab-
sence of this belief—for example, if there is no conception of the act's effect,
if the perpetrator is unaware of the nature of the act, or if they are unaware of
the subject of the act—prevents the existence of knowledge. It is crucial to
differentiate this firm belief from mere doubt or suspicion, as belief implies a

* B. Justification: The belief must be justified, meaning it must stem from
reliable cognitive processes or sources. These reliable sources include sen-
sory evidence, rational thought, experience, or memory. Conversely, beliefs
derived from unreliable sources, such as mere guessing, wishful thinking,
dreams, or pronouncements from fortune-tellers, are considered unjustified.
The quality of evidence available to the perpetrator at the time of the act is
determinative of justification. Justification is also relative, as a belief might

ty, concerning the outcome, can indeed manifest as certainty, impossibility,
or probability. Knowledge is present when the perpetrator's justified belief
aligns with one of these objective realities. Conversely, if a perpetrator holds
a justified belief in an outcome's possibility, but it is objectively impossible,
or vice versa, then genuine knowledge is absent due to the lack of corre-
spondence between belief and reality. The timing of this objective reality is
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4. Conclusion

Criminal jurisprudence requires robust theoretical foundations, particu-
larly from epistemology, to accurately determine criminal liability, moving
beyond subjective interpretations or mere customary definitions of key con-
cepts. Concepts like "knowledge," central to the mental element of a crime,
cannot be adequately defined solely by common custom, which often leads
to inconsistent application.

Based on the "Justified True Belief" framework, an individual possess-
es knowledge of the certainty or probability of a criminal outcome if two
fundamental conditions are met: (1) their belief regarding the certainty or
probability of the outcome is justified by logical reasons and objective evi-
dence, and (2) such certainty or probability objectively exists in reality (i.e.,
the belief is true). Consequently, direct criminal intent in intentional crimes,
whether specific or absolute in their requirement for such intent, is only
possible when these two conditions are fully satisfied. If the perpetrator lacks
any belief concerning the outcome, or if their belief is irrational and not
based on reliable justification, or if their otherwise justified belief does not
correspond to objective reality (i.e., it is false), then they are deemed to lack
knowledge of the criminal outcome from their actions. This "justified true
belief" is thus highlighted as an indispensable and foundational prerequisite
for the formation and attribution of criminal intent within legal frameworks.
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