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1. A patent is a contract between the government and an inventor under which, in exchange
for the inventor’s complete disclosure of the invention to the public, the government grants
the inventor the exclusive rights to exclude others from making, using, selling or offering
for sale the claimed invention for a limited period of time,1 normally twenty years after the
date that the application for the patent was filed. When this period is over, the invention can
be freely used by anyone. Leslie Grestaino stevene, Halpern and Drevictong Patenting
DNA - Related invention in European Union, united states and jupan: A Trilateral
Approach or a Study in Contrast?,p. 2. Available at: www. lawtechjournal.
com/articles/2003/02_030617 halpern. pdf. Last visited: 1389/ 7/29 .
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